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EDITORIAL. 


A Happy and Prosperous New Yoar to 
you all, 


Tho Editor wishes to apologise to those 
correspondents who were kept waiting for 
answors to their letters last month, which 
was duo to tho fact that he was in charge 
of a temporary hospital in the district 
from November 22 to December 18, bis 
homo being used as n nurses’ home whilst 
fighting tho dreadful scourge that has 
been amongst us. This prevented him 


from sttending to his ordinary business, 
the bees included, but one could not see 
his friends dropping down like flies with- 
out “doing his bit’? to help those less 
fortunate than oneself. 

We mentioned last month about bev- 
keepers being more immune from the dis- 
ease than others, but we are not very suro 
abont it, although the Editor kept well in 
spite of being continually in and out of 
the ward for three weeks; but we learn 
to our very great regret that other bee- 


keepers have in some cases succumbed to 
the disense. 


We are sure all our readers will learn 
with deepest regret that our gonial Vice- 
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esident, Mr Jus. Allan, has sustalncd 
ee ayn loss of his only son, who bas 
loft a wife and four children to mour 

ir loss. 

e L. Gardiner, the Seeretary of the 
Southland Branch, passed away on Decem 
ber 9, he too having lost a son just pre 
viously from the same canse. 

We desire to express our very deep 
sympathy to the berenved; may the Great 
Consoler be near them in their distress 

Tho following, too, is very sud indeed, 
and we sball appreciate any help tbat 
van be rendered to our late friend's 
widow. Mr Flanagan was good bee 
keeper, and a regular attendant at Con- 
foreneo:— 

Dear Sir—It is hard for me to write 
and tell you of the death of my husband 
on Monday last from influenza, and I am 
asking a little advice about the bees, if 
there is any chance of selling them | It 
could be sold as a going concern, ready 
for someone to go into, houso and all, 
I know the bees could not be shifted nt 
present; or if the bees were sold without 
the property, they could remain as they 
are until after the honey season, I have 
three yonng children, and want to do the 
best T enn. I bad a terrible shock, as T 
thought my husband wns getting better. 

Yours, ete,, 
Mrs. G. W. Flanagan, 
c/a Mr. A. Peters, 
Seddon Street, Dannevirke. 

We feel sure we have only to make this 
case public to bring speedy help to onr 
friend in need, so please net promptly. 

The district’ is a good one for be 
keeping, and offers a splendid opportu 
to any desirous of taking up comme 
beekeeping, providing they have the e 
perience necessary to carry it on, 

Tn tho December issue of the N.Z, Fruit- 
grower, Mr Hopkins gives a clipping from 
the Bee Notes in the Tara Herald 
written by ''Toinni," dealing with pr 
valence of foul brood and box hives in 
the district, the article finishing up with 
tho following:—''This one day's outing 
(by local inspectors) djscovered 96 box 


hives. and it is known that there are 
several more in the eame localitv.'" 
Mr Hopkins then adds:—''Who is to 


blame for such a state of things this 
condition of drift? Ts it the fanlt of the 
Department. the inspectors, or who? Some. 
one is to blame, and the sooner it js 
placed on the right individuals and they 
are brought to book, the better. Our 
National Association, which is sunposod to 
look after meh things and to use its in 
fluence in tho rectifiention of such evils, 
is it really doing anything meantime, or. 
in it only nt the nnonal conference it wakas 
upt One rarely seen it mentioned even 
in its own organ, so T may be excused 
for asking tho above question," 

Why Iahonr the point nf rosnonsibility. 
friend Honkins? Tho Dennriment is cw. 
tircly to Mame. a» ít iw for this very 
work the inspectors und instructors are 


inted, As regards the National Asso- 
apana da peel Oe 
fone quoted below brought complaints on 
this mattor right into the open, and it 
those to whom foul brood and box hives 
are a menace do not ventilate their griev- 
nnee, we surely cannot be blamed for not 
mentioning it. 

"The report of tho meeting of the North 
Taranaki Beekeepers’ Association given 
last month was written by tho same gen- 
tleman, “Tainui,” and in it you'll find.— 
''Questions were then the order of the 
day; they eame fast and furious, but the 
expert was equal to all nttneks.'" 

lt oecurs to us that the opportunity 
was right there to ask why tho owners 
of theso diseased box hives were not made 
an example of in tho Magistrata’s Court. 
We particularly notice there is no mention 
ease found was to be one for prosceution, 
and if the inspector does not do this he 
is to blame, no& the National Association. 
We particularly notico there is no mention. 
made about proscenting tho owners of the 
*'several more in the samo locality," and 
wo venture to assert that the only way 
to avoid these conditions continuing is to 
prosécute every gne, nnd we look to the 
inspector to do it. The Apiaries Act is 
all right, but the administration of it is 
ludicrous. . à P 

We nre willing to take the blame for 
not making public tho following complaint, 
mainly due, wo believe, to tho Editor being 
so careful to not hurt anybody's feelings. 
(Um!) It is dated August 9, 1918, at 
Marton, and reads thns:—T got our in- 
Spector to visit this district this last sen- 


-|son—the first timo in 10 years, so I am 


told—and he could have wallowed in box 
hives and f.b, if he had liked—to his 
heart's content." 

This is the only ease where we have 
naid no attention to a complaint, and we 
find the reason is that im the September 
issue we were having a few pleasantries 
with the inspector concerned, und didn't 
want any “rift in the Iute.” 

So, friend Hopkins, we will admit the 
Tournal did not do its duty in this par- 


fienlar ense, but no other, 
. B ` E 


‘Tho worst, of this business ia that when 
owo yon start yon never know whero it 
will end, as in another paragranh Mr Hop- 
kins quotes from a correspondent ‘that 
Jie hail not seon an inspector in his district 
for two and a-half yonrs.!? Wo do not 
know which inspeetor ia to blame, hut 
thoro is the neeusalion, nnd alas! wo have 
no Chief Apiarist. ta nppeal to that tho 
work should be done, 

So wo will continue on tho samo subject 
Hfrom n letter dated Novemhor 16, 118, 
Ohnu:—*May T nek if it is snfe to coin! 
ment on the appointment of local instruc: 
tors? For instanee, T offered mv servire 
in 1907. ugnin (wo yenta ngo, bnt havo 
never been appointed, and do not feol im 
clined to take it on now unless thero is 


somo discussion om the matter. 
yard four milos nwny is rotten; somo places 
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never visited yet.’ Our correspondent is 
a beekeeper of 20 years’ standing, and a 
very careful npiarist, and we, too, should 
like to know why ho has not been ap- 
pointed. To bo in a district where in 
spoction is the crying need, and not only 
to ba neglected by the inspector, but re- 
fused the power of helping both the De 
partment nnd oneself, is all Thomas non- 
sense. 

Ts there any need of a Chief Apiarist 
in these matters? 

* E . . 


Our readers will note with pleasure that 
our Taranaki correspondent, Mr H. R. 
Penny, is again amongst his bees, he 
having been discharged from the army 
owing to the armistice. He tells us of a 
case of robbing at one of his outyurds, 
where the thieves took about 6 ewt. of 
honey by cutting the combs out of the 
frames and carting it away in milk cans, 
By offering n reward of £35 he, as he 
says, ''enught, the birds,'" the result being 
one man fined £10, two were admitted to 
probation for 19 months, and ordered t» 
pay £40 damages and loss of honey. Good 
for you, Reg.! 

` . . E 

Tho war having ceased, we have now 
withdrawn the Roll of Honour. We are 
prond that so mony of our eraft quitted 
themselves like men, and, whilst regretting 
the loss of a number, we thank God they 
were instrumental in helping to bring 
about the downfall of the Kaiser and his 
abominable following. 


r . . 


Tn this issue we are showing the 
opinions of the members of the Executive 
on the question of Apiary Boundaries, 
which must close the discussion. 

We have already expressed our opinion 
on the matter, nnd have very little to add, 
except that if a beekeeper is to bo given 
sole right tn a given area, then he mnst 
bo compelle? to exploit that to tho fullest 
oxtont. Tf von decide a threc-mile radius, 
that gives the beekeeper, roughly, over 
six miles of country. 3 i 

A commercial aninrist is—whatf The 
owner of over 10, 20, or 50 hives; although 
immediately a man raises more honey than 
lie wants for his own use, and has a sur 
plus for sale, he is running his bees eom 
mercially. However, let us say 50 hives: 
therefore, unless the eompnlsory clanses are 
added, two men with 100 hives between 
them will be ablo to hold over 19 miles 
of territory, and that possibly capable of 
running five times that number; so the 
proposed legislation. would be really han- 
dicapning the industry, as it would prevent 
a really liva man from exploiting the dis- 
trict to its fullest extent. 

Wo trust our readers will not think the 
Editor is against getting protection for 
thie established beekeeper; he is willing 
and anxions to do overything possible, but 
when the question is very seriously eon- 
eiderod from all points we cannot see how 
tho difficulty is to bo overcome. 


As one of the Executive states, this is 
a question for Conference, where a well- 
thought-out proposal should be brought 
forward «o that the various clauses could 
be diseussed, and if possible a rough out- 
lino of what the beckeepers require 
drafted. We must first decide amongst 
onrsclves before we can ask the Depart- 
ment to take the matter up. 

There is time between this and Con- 
ference for anyone so disposed to go very 
carefully into the suggestions that have 
been made, looking at them from all points, 
and get together the clanses in concise 
form to submit for discussion by those 
attending the gathering. 

We feel this is the only way of really 
deciding whether the suggested legislation 
will be of help and practicable. 

. . . B 

Tn referring to the case of honey-poison- 
ing last month, we stated that it was 
advisable to leave the honey on the hive 
as long as possible after it was enpp^d, 
which wonld result in a better honey in 
every way than that extracted when only 
partly or just recently capped. Having 
only just read the October Gleanings, 
wo wero pleased to find Mr A. T. Root, 
on page 626, writing thus:—'‘Just here 
T wish to remark that letting honey stay 
in the hive until the season is over pro- 
duces a much better quality of oxtracted 
honey than where it is taken out durin; 
the working season as we nsed to do." 
Then in a footnote he sayw:—'* Ernest (E. 
R. Root, Editor of Gleanings), who over- 
beard the dictation of the above, tells ne 
to add that leaving the honey on the 
hive until the season is over is getting to 
be the common practice everywhere.’* 

We feel sure that if this i» generally 

praetised here there will bn far less h 
turned down for export on account of soft 
granulation, which wo understand is bo- 
coming rather frequent of late, (Shh!) 
The Editor was guilty too! 
In the same issno of Gleanings, Mrs 
' Allen, who writes so beautifully 
about bees, mentions having received fra- 
ternal greetings from different parts of 
the world, New Zealand included, The 
Editor sent those from here with a copy 
of the Journal, the latter for some reason 
being miscarried, but we hope those sent 
subsequently have arrived. 

The Editor received a charming reply 
from this good lady, acknowledging receipt 
of the letter, bnt hé isn't going to publish 
it, elso you'd all probably be writing in 
the hopes of receiving a similar one. 


Tho first annual Field Day of tho Cluihn. 
Valley Branch will be held nt the apinz 
of the President, Mr H. N. Goodman, nt 
Greenfield. Otago. Wo commend this mect- 
ing to all who ean possibly attend, 
good programma has heen arranged, le- 
monstrations will he given, and a tho- 
roughly enjovable day promised. Get there 
and bo happy. 


y 
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a vet ee to you when !n 

Mas it ever occurred to you when in 
sibly tho man next or opposite 

A RES bo. in bees, or better 
a 

member of tho National or its branches, 
and had he (or even yet still better, she, 
purticularly if young and pretty) had 
worn anything in the shape of a small 
niente the fret of membership, 
would probably be 
s, 

of 


town or travelling by steamer a 


you may bo interested : 
‘still a beekeeper, or one better still 


dge to 
many tedious hours 
turned into pleasant and profitable 
heenuse the badge would be the sign 

the bond of friendship between the twi 


y iden is to have all apinries regis- 
ee nd all apiaries of 10 hives licensed 
(commercial apiaries). Tho Registrar uf 
cach province to have a map on which 
all registered apiaries should bo marked 
on their proper location, Anyone applying 
for a license to establish n commoreial 
apiary on any location, the Registrar will 
take his compasses, set at a radius of two 
to three miles, will place one point of 
the compasses on the nearest apiary, and 
if the deseribed circle comes within that 
ele the license will not be granted; if 
outside said cirele, then it will bo granted. 


nnd introductions superfnous? At one| Tf anyone were to establish an apiary 
hotel in Wellington during Conference| in defiance of these regulations, the penalty 
three mon sat in a smoking room; all were| to be the Forfeiture of apiary. 

beekeepers, who were down to attend the A, IRELAND. 
gathering of the clan, but neither know . . . 


tho others ns beekeey 


E 


l it was not 


nk it is going to bo an exeoedingly 


until after they lad seen each other atl diMientt business, nnd as timo gocs on will 
Conference they knew they had nnvthing| be very much more so, therefore if any- 
in common. "This should not he; beekeepers] thing is going to bo done in the-matter 


simply love to yarn abont th 
and no chance “should bo missed of e 
clianging opinions with one another. 

Wo suggest thnt the 


ladge—one' that enn be placed 
button-hole of a man's coat for men, an 
a safety-pin brooch for Indies. The de 
should take the form of something att 
ing to the industry—wo think n 
fashioned skep in gilt, with an e 


in 


h 
old 


ont in relief the initials N.BK.A., woul 


look very well and answer the purpose 


admirably, What do yon think? 
Then, if this proposal was 


every President of the 


ciation of his scrviees, 


plenty of bard knocks, an’enormous amo 
of writing, a *'voleanie'" 


best he ean. 


Alb joking apart, wo think we do not 


treat our Presidents at all well; somoth: 


[4 
more than a vote of thanks shonld be given 


Apiary Boundaries, 


OPINIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE. 


The President has not forwarded hi 
opinion on this matter, 
I give it up. T cannot give nny load 


beyond that of moral suasion, 


of thing sì 


T cannot suggest. a eure 
T, ATDAN. 


industry, 


membership. fee 
should incindo the gift of n small gilt 


the 


im 


amel 
filling at tho bottom which wonld throw 


arried out, 
it would be only right nnd proper that 

National shonMd, 
on his retirement, be presented with one 
in gold. as a little memento of our appre- 

Tp fo now we 
vote a man into the position, give him 


secretary to deul 
with, sit him in a chnir. nnd keep him 
there for three solid days nt Conference, 
then pass a hearty voto of thanks to him, 
and leave him half-dead to reenperate as 


T eortainly 
think that a beekeeper who does that «ort 

t uld bo mado to feel his position, 
Tt is a very diMeult matter, and T confess 


we should endeavour to find a solution 
now. For my part, [ would suggest that 

the next meeting of tho National wo 
fully into the question, and 
o wo will have a good number 


d W. WATSON. 
UNT 


4 think the Government should confer 


the power on our inspectors to prevent 
nny person from removing bees to n new 
location, tbey to receivo notico of the 
beekeeper’s intention to remove, and if 
they after inspecting the district docide 
that no overlapping will ensue, to give 
written anthority to the beekeeper to 
remove. 

The beekeeper to have the right to 
appeal against the decision if he thinks fit. 
E. W. SAGE. 

. D 


I thought it would be aa well to remain 
silent on this subject until it was possible 
to gauge how far this form of kultur had 
permeated the beekeepers of New Zea- 
land. My views upon this subject were 
given to the 1917 Conference, 

Previous to said Confereneo I wrote Mr. 
3. Rentoul, then President, that I intended 
putting a motion to the meeting somewhat 
ns follows:— 

1, That all commereinl apiarists must be 
ficensed. 

2. That no apiarist shall establish a 
commoreinl apiary at a less distanco than 
three miles from an already established 
commercial npiary, 

3. That no apiagist who has already done 
50 can remhin n member of the National 
Association, Tf not,n member, he be ex- 
cluded from membership until ho removes 
snid apinry, 

A. That n commercial npinry shall oon- 
sist of not less than 50 eolonios. ‘This 
to bo subject to nmendmont hy the Pre 
sident and Executive, 

Now, T thought tho timo was ripe at 
that time, to bring this subject fórwatd. 
Mr, T, Rentoul and T could not sov oyo to 
eye, so he suggostod that T start n dis- 


t 
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cussion in the Journal I preferred to 
wait a wee. Mr. Ward, of Ohristeburch, 
and self both had something to say on 
this subject at the 1917 Conference, Imt 
it somehow fell flat, at that time. 


For any apiarist to plant an apiary 


alongside of, or inside of bee-fight, say 


threo miles, of another, is either right 
or it is wrong. 


Béekeepors the world over 


at that time 85 colonies on the spot, and 
the ''Sharmnn'' had 1,200 seattered over 
the Wairarapa. Comment is needless, 


R. H. NELSON. 


Beekeeping for Beginners. 


seem to agreo that it is wrong. Thon C 
voy moirighe uet MONTHLY INSTRUCTIONS —IANUARY 
Tf the National Association and its 


branehes cannot devise 


location, the result is going to be cba. 
and that in the near future. What 


going to happen when the branches are 
full of warring elements who are jumping 


oach others’ claims? Tt is absolu 
useless leaving it to the honour of a 
vertain type of men. They do not and 
cannot understand the meaning of 
term. 


Any apiarist who does so has only one 
object in view—viz., to squeeze the other 
nl 


man out. 
*omeono 


Good, clean competition I hi 
Contemptible, sneak 


underhand work, and unworthy of any 


lean-iving mmn. T believe the Allie! 


army has been fighting, also dying by the 


million, to uphold the principle of right 
against a race of thugs who are on a par 
with. say, the Terra del Fuegian. 


then let tho National Association begin 
now, and draft legislation 
apiary boundaries. Fstablish a precedent? 


Well, let New Zealand establish another 
There nre several on her Statute 


one. 
Books, and older conntries have copied and 
put into operation those same measures 


Mr. Hopkins rises a question. A mun 
with 1,000 acres can farm it any way ho 
likes. “Of course he can, at present. But 
ho doesn't require 1,000 acres freehold to 
Tun an apinry, also anyone ean squat ans 
where around him outside of his boundary 
fence. Futile argument is no good 

Sinco writing above had a mild attack 
of the “flu, Fight on! 


Oh, about that chap with tho 1,000 acres. 
Some years ago, when T had a table of 
logarithms handy, T worked out the area 
of a cirele whose diameter was three miles. 
Tf L remember right, it worked ont 
sont 5,000 acres. The man on the 1.000 
nores onght to have his flving bees pounded 
for trespassing on the other fellow 's 1,000 
acres. Tet us hope the National Assovia 
tion will get its callective brains to work 
and settlo this very important subject 
hefore it goes any farther, 


or 


T had n largo dose of this form of kultur 


means whereby 
an apiarist can have a legal claim to his 


the 


If the 
principle of right is worth fighting for, 


governing. 


The honey flow is in full swing now, 
and tho beekeeper should see that the bees 
aro not cramped for room for storing the 
harvest. If you do not possess plenty of 
supers, take off and extract all combs that 
are well filled and not less than half capped 
over, but you will find your honey will bo 
much superior if you can leave it on the 
hivo until fully capped. This, of course, 
means one must have plenty of spare combs 
and supers, but it is the better way. 

Don't let the grass and weeds choke the 
entrance to the hive, which only wastes 
the bees’ time in getting in and ont. 

Keep swarming down by allowing plenty 
of room. Bees hanging ont at the entrance 

evidence that they are cramped. 
Towards the end of the month, tho flow 
will be easing off in somo districts, there- 
fore if yon have any foulbrood hives do 
not defer treating them. else they will not 
build up sufficiently strong to winter suc- 
cessfully. 

Mark any hivo where the queen shows 
signs of failing, and reqneen a» soon ns 
young queens can be proenred from the 
breeder. 


F.C.B. 


Branch Reports 


TARANAKT NOTES. 


After marking time for six months in 
Bill Massey’s army, T am.onee more back 
among the bees, with a nice little family 
of 500 colonies. 

The past spring has been the worst ex- 
perienced in Taranaki for many years and 
sugar-feeding has bud fo be resorted to 
freely to set the boss in good condition. 

Until December 13 we had unsuitable 
weather right throngh, with an oceasional 


| aay with a light flow interspersed, 


onee. so wrata "Anis," of the Auekland| A fair r flow commenced on Decem- 
Weeklv, detniling the cireumstances, and| ber 13, and yesterday one of our best 
asking his advice. T got it, Tt was this: | colonies put on the seales made an increaso 
That as T had not the location fully sto of 3 lb. of nectar, and to-day the same 


the other man was quite justified in dump 
ing down 150 colonies half a mile away 
also, T hadn't any right to the whole of 
the istrict. Whew! also, whew! .. T had 


owed an insrense of 114 Th, 
mndant rains, and clover 


is given the weather the 
bees will do things. 
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The flow promises to be heavier than 
usual when the mild weather comes, ut 
there is n lot of catching up to be done. 


H. R. PENNY, 
15/12/18. Okaiawa. 
MANAWATU. 


Prospects here are very fair so far, 
although it has been a very severe winter, 
probably the hardest T havo seen with tbe 
boes, 

Clover bas returned after an absence of 
three years, but tho weather is still very 
unsettled; in fact, it has changed so sui 
‘lonly some days that ono could sco dead 
hees everywhere, 

E. J. PINK, Oban. 


Canterbury Tales. 


By E. G. WARD. 


As regards tho prospects for tbe seuson, 
I can only say tho possibilities are great 
but the weather is as yet so unsettled 
that we have etill to exercise that admir 
able virtue, hope, In the Ellesmere district 
the clover is abundant, and bees in good 
condition, but there have been too many 
‘off’ days After a partial drought of 
about five weeks, rain started on Novem 
ber 18, nnd continued all the followin 
day Rainy conditions prevailed till Lo- 
wards the end of the month, and guod 
honey flow started on November 30, but 
only lasted a few days. There have been 
a few decent days during the first half 
of December, but on the whole the weather 
has been very boisterous and nights cool. 

Mrs Ward and ‘‘yours truly’? arrived 
at the apiary on November 18, and found 
the bees in need of room. Brond-rearing 
was well advanced, and prompt measures 
had to be taken to allay the swarming 
fever, which otherwise would soon have 
developed. The weather was erratic, but 
we managed to save the situation, and 
up to the present have nof had many 
swarms, 

The mention of swarma reminds me of 
something which T think is unique |n the 
way of disposing of an undesirable swarm, 
The story, as told to me, was that 
swarm had settled in a garden somewbe: 
within 100 miles of Lakeside, and as tho 
owner of the garden had a mortal horror 
of bees, he promptly got his gun and shot 
it into *'emithercens," Can anyone beat 
that? 

With regard to a field day which T have 
mentioned twice previously, T have fixed 
Saturday, February 8, 1919, as tho most 
suitable date after corresponding with a 
number of those whose engagements T de 
sired to fall in with. T have now much 
pleasure in extending a cordial invitation 
fo any reader of the Journal or anyone in- 
terested in hee culture to visit my aplary 
om that date, T have aseertained that a 
motor conveyanee to bold 33 pnssengers 


can be secured, and I suggest that any- 
one wishing to travel by it book his or 
her seat at the enrliest possible date, so 
that final arrangements ean be made, 
Application for places should be made to 
Miss Mackay, who T am sure will willingly 
answer any inquiries, T cannot say what 
the programme will be, but ns T expect 
tho co-operation of Mr. Earp and some, 
if not all, of the directors of the HLP.A. 
and Executive of the National, I can 
promise something interesting. 

I am worry to learn of our friend 
*! Oritic'e"" indisposition, and hope that his 
view is more gloomy than the ense war- 
rants. We have ''erossed swords!" once 
or twice, but I am sure we part tho bert 
of friends, 

I learn from Mr. Earp that influenza bas 
been rife among tho beekeepers of his 
district, and desire to offer my sympathy. 
I am thankful to say Mrs, Ward and T 
have eseaped so far, 

Tn answer to Mr, Luke, I may say that 
I used strapping for my casos, not wire, 
and did not have any extra cliargo made 
for omitting to nail it outside tho lid. 
T think if the N.Z. Express Company: had 
any sense of gratitudo they would send 
mo a cheque for cutting down their wages 
bill Mr. Earp related a little incident 
relative to the above matter, Ie showed 
me a three-inch nail be had in bis pocket, 
and assured me that one consignor had 
mailed his lids down through the strapping 
with five of these murderous spikes af 

ch end. T consider Mr, Luko has been 
*' vietimised,'* 

Mr. Editor, T don't believe that lady 
you speak of was poisoned by eating sec- 
tion honey. It would take too much space 
to go into the matter fully, but I believe 
she was a victim of 'auto-suggestion. 
Everyone knows that the tomato or love 
apple is a harmless and nutritious fruit, 
yet there is a case on record where a lady 
died in agony after cating some. Sho 
had eaten the fruit in ignorance of what 
it really was, some fool told her it was 
poisonous, she accepted the statement as 
true, and the result was as above stated, 
Mind you don't get into ‘deep wnter,'" 
Mr. Editor. Yon are wondering if ber 
stings nro an antidote for influeuza, Some 
people think they aro n euro for rheu 
mat T know some peoplo ward rhou 
ma! off by woaring n eertain kind of 
ring. My own mother had great fnith in 
a potato whieh sho used to carry in hor 
pocket, and so on nd infinitum, All 
bunkum! 

Tn the Lyttelton Timos for Docombor 13 
the following appears: London, Decem 
ber 10, Elevon hundred enses of Australian 
honey were offored nt auction and 250 
wore sold nt 200/. por ewt.’! ‘That's in 
teresting. A gond many of us aro wonder 
ing what has become of Now Zonlnnd's 
output for Inst senson, Hopo tho H.P.A. 
directors nro wide nwnko and staring, A 
Jittla of thot kind of trentmont would be 
refreshing, T think an oceasional report 
of what is being dono would bo munch 


apprecinted and would tend to attract now 
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shareholders, There are many little details 
which I feel sure would bear publicity 
and at the same time would not ‘give 
the show away." 

Although somewhat ''late in the day," 
I will conclude this month's *'Tales'" b; 
wishing the readers one and all the com. 
plimenta of the season and a bumper crop 
to boot. 


Christchurch Amatevr 
Beekeepers’ Association. 


The above Association held its second 
field day on Saturday, November 16, at 
Mr, Dunnago’s apiary, Canal Reserve, 
Woolston, whero there was a fair muster 
of members and friends, all of whom had 
a very interesting time among the hives, 
‘Tho day was perfect. Mr. Peter Jack was 
demonstrator for the day. Ho gave a very 
interesting and instructive demonstration 
on how to manipulate a hive, showing the 
different strength of the colonies, their 
productiveness, ete. Mr. Jack emphasised 
the importance of having good young 
Italian aneens, also that prodnetiveness 
was a matter of strain and not breed. 
Mrs. Dunnage kindly entertained the mem- 
bors at afternoon tea, Mr. Sullivan (Pre- 
sident) in a few appropriate words thanked 
Mr. Dennage and Mr. P. Jack for their 
afternoon's entertainment. 


P. JACK, 


Honey Grop Prospects. 


Department, of Agriculture, Industries, and 
Commerce (Horticulture Division), 
Wellington, December 10, 1918. 
To the Editor, 
N.Z. Beekeepers’ Journal, 
Kati Kati, Bay of Plenty. 

The Director of the Horticulture Division 
has received from tho apiary instructors 
the following report concerning the honey 
crop prospects:— 

Auckland.—Owing to the unfavourable 
weather during spring, many colonies of 
beos bocamo reduced in strength, and the 
prospects for these aro not good; but for 
those who have fed them up to last month 
tha senson promises to ropay their atten 
tion, and will probably be up to average. 
Honey is now arriving in small lots from 
the north, and prices are up to last year’s, 
—G, V. Westbrooke. 


Wellington.—Sineo my last report was 
forwarded, tho wenther has shown no sign 
of improving in favour of tho beekeeping 


nated to an unprecedented extent for this 
period of the year. In consequence, 
colonies of bees throughout the Manawatu 
and Taranaki have suffered through insuff- 
cient stores to continue brood-rearing, and 
in a large number of instances apiaries 
have had to be heavily fed with sugar 
syrup to keep them alive. There is an 
abundance of clover and nectar-yielding 
flora in evidence, and I anticipate that 
those who are giving their bees the neces- 
sary attention in the above direction will 
reap their reward when fine sunny weather 
prevails. A few odd lines for export have 
reached the grading store this month, and 
the new season’s crop should commence 
to arrive shortly after the New Year. Wax 
is selling in bulk at 2/6 per Ib—F. A. 
Jacobsen. 


Dunedin.— The prospects of a good season 
are not so good. A month of boisterous 
weather has prevailed, and feeding bas had 
to be resorted to to keep the bees alive. 
In many districts losses are recorded, and 
there has been a serious depletion in the 
number of stocks. The clover is beginning 
to bloom freely, but tho weather is pre- 
venting tho bees from working it. Unless 
the weather takes up soon, it will bo too 
late for the bees to build up in time to 
work the main flow. As yet very few swarms 
have issued. The market for honey is still 
firm. Bulk honey is quoted from 8d. to 
10d., pat honey none offering, sections 
scarce. Beeswax is in strong demand.— 
E A. Earp. 

Yours faithfully, 
T. W. KIRK, 


Director of the Horticulture Division. 


Beekeepers’ Exchange. 


ADVERTISEMENTS on this Pace will be 
Inserted at the rate of 3/- per 36 words 
per Insertion. 


BENTON CAPPINGS & COMB HONEY 
REDUCERS. 


Material for building these Machines is 
in short supply. Order now to avoid dix 
appointment. 

You run no riska Satisfaction guaran- 
teed, or your money refunded. 


irm H. BENTON, 
Newstead, Featherston. 


BEE HIVE COVERS.—No moro hive 
covers blown of. WATT’S SPRING 
CATCH FASTENING will keep them 
secure. Two pairs to each hive; quiek and 
handy; easily fastened; patent granted. 
WM. WATT, 
Lorne Street, 
Mataura, Southland. 


industry, Rain and wind have predomi- 
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Beokoepers’ Exchange—continued. 


FOR SALE. 
1 14 H.P, GASOLINE ENG 
1 FRAME EXTRACTOR 
No. 25.B 
2 2-INCH HONEY GATES. 
The above are new, and have no 
ved. 
Apply 


IN E 
FRICTION, 


i been 


P. €. HJORRING, 
Solicitor, 
Tyne Street, Oamaru. 


Correspondence. 


(TO THE EDITOR.) 
Sir—It speaks well for the beekecp 
of New Zealand that they have respo 


capital. I quite expected a liberal re 


sponse, but I must confess my expectations 


ave been more than realised. 


As further evidence of their good sense 


as human nature is after all rather weak 


and we find it difficult sometimes to over 


come our weaknesses und allow ourselves 


to be guided by our better judgment. 


I am inclined to think that there may 
be some who are holding back, thinking 
there may be better offers forthcoming 
soon from our competitors, and they would 
prepared to sell: their birthright for 


be 
this mess of pottage. 

It is surely hardly necessary to remin: 
such that it was just that spirit that 
brought destruction to tbe beekes 
South Australin. Years ago Major Norton 
organised the beckeepars there, and a co. 


operative company was formed, but, owing 
to the shareholders snatching at the prices 


offered by competitors of the Union a 
in advance of the ad 
by their Union, the Company has gone to 
the wall, and is now a thing of the pa 
What is the result? During the season 


ttle 


of 
getting several pence more per Jb, 
their 1918 erop yet, the beekeepers of 
Australia have only obtained 44. to 44d. 
T haye noted the market quotations repent 
edly in Australian papers filed in our 
publie libraries, and find above prices and 
even lower for some grades fo be the 
ruling figure, But the feature of 
business that must surely enuse the South 
Australian beekeepers to kick themselves 
is the knowledge that the honey t 
been shipped to England by the mer 


buyers has been sold for £180 to £200 


per ton. Tho beekeepers, however, arc 


not going to receive any further portion | _ 


of these nice prices, 

What a contrast to conditions 
shareholders have received 84. to date. nud 
still have the bulk of last season's honey 


ers 
ded 
generously to our appeal for additional 


We have met with very 
One might naturally 


pers in 


co being offered 


for 


tlie 


. Our 


ike to have shipped 
certainly; that, however, was impos. 
ans the war is now over, and there 
is a fleet of 75 ships coming to Australin 
and Now Zealand within the next few 
months, so there is every prospect of our 
getting the honey away before prices drop. 
The Government havo bought the butter 
and cheeso for another two years nt record 
prices, so it is evident the price of some 
food produets is going to keep up for some 
time. Why not honey? 

T havo before me the new contract be- 
tween ourselves and tho B. and D., to take 
effect ns from January |. Tn this wo are 
guaranteed £60 per ton for threa years 
after the signing of peace; wo are sure 
of that, but have every reason to expeet 
considerably, more. Was 

Last season wo had somo competitors. 
Several firms jumped to the front and 
offered very tempting prices, but only for 
a time. Ail of them, one by one, dropped 
out and left us alone in the field. One 
firm even wanted us to take the few tons 
they had mandged to get hold of off their 
hands. 

“(Ono Interested, writing in the No- 
vember issue of the Journal, remarka that 
tho co-operative movement bas alwn: 
to contend with tho class. of individuals 
who want to eat their cake and have it. 
Those who will betray their craftsmen by 
selling to competitors of tho H.P.A. will 
always exist. Like the poor in pocket, 
the poor in spirit, those wanting in the. 
fine qualities that make the man will 
always bo with ns. They possess, however, 
tho distinction, amongst Britishers of 
being amongst the miserable minority: 

the religions world it is customary 
to appoint special missionaries; there are 
the foreign missionaries, tho missionaries 
to the poor, and so on. Will anyono volun- 
teer to be a missionary to tho poor in spirit 
amongst the beekeepers and endeavour to 
mako them men?—T am, &e., 

H. W. GILLING, 
Manager, 

N.Z. Co-op. Honey Pro. Assn., Ltd. 

G.P.O. Box 1293, 

Auckland, December 16, 1918. 
TO H. BARTLETT BARTLETT-MILLER. 

Sir—Would not the article on Hybridiem 
in Eneyelopwdia Britannica (new edition), 
lust paragraph, ''Law of Disjunction of 
ifybrids, furnish the information you 
want? T hesitate suggesting this, lest. ve 
say, ‘All this havo T known einee my 

ith up." T should hesitate myself also 
cre T enlled such varinble itoms as the 
golden bands in queens unit charactors, but 
would rather class thom as useful harmonies 
for guiding us in the selection of tho 
strain of bees we prefer, T don't know 
but that a good Avery seale, n foat-rule, 
and a pocket-knife are not the safest 

, however.—I am, &e, 
W, E. BARKER, 


I think tho Journal “just it''; every 
number i& an improvement, and T would 


not be withont it for something.—( M.P, 
Vieton 


in hand. Wo pn 
i 


our suppliers" contracts nre being very 
fredly signed 
few fiat refusals. 
expect some to hesitate or even refuse, 


1 


n 


n 
1917 and 1918, when the beekeepers of 
New Zealand were getting 8 1-24. and Si 
for their honey, with every prospe 
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APIARY BOUNDARIES, 
(TO THE EDITOR.) 

ir,—This question is being well venti- 
lated’ just now in the Journal, and be 
ginners might readily believe from some 
Sf the correspondence that the evil of 
over-stocking is very much more serious 
than it really is. One can readily under- 
stand that beekeepers who havo suffered 
from somo inconsiderate person setting 
down a large number of occupied hives 
(generally out-apiaries) within a short dis- 
tance of their established apiaries feeling 
incensed at such unreasonable behaviour, 
and wishing for protection. But as the 
question of regulating apiary boundaries 
over private lands, withont perpetrating 

eater ovils to the owners thereof, is so 
complicated, it is not at all likely to be 
solved by legislation. 

I think it would tend to prove the neces 
sity, if any, for such protective legislation 
if they would show that much injury had 
been done in a large number of cases 
through the want of such legislation. Tf 
my memory serves mo, there have been only 
two, or at the most three, such cases re- 
ported through the Journal, and as you 
havo some 700 or 800 subscribers, all of 
whom T presume would be ready to make 
known any hardship of the kind that came 
under their notice, the evil cannot be very 
acute. Supposing it existed in the same 
proportion throughout the 9000 beekeepers 
in New Zealand, which is very much open 
to doubt, the total would be very small 
indeed in proportion. As the evil to a 
lurge extent carries its own core, T cannot 
believe it will ever do much harm. How, 
I might ask, would your correspondents 
deal with such apiaries that have been in 
existence for many years within a short 
beo-flight of each other?—T am, &c., 


BEBKEEPER 

(TO THE EDITOR.) 
Sir,—I have waited to make my remarks 
upon control of apiary locations until we 
had evidence that it was a matter that 
really counted with a sufficient number of 
our readers, That time having arrived, it 
may as well be pointed ont that the desires 
evineed by correspondents that the law 
Should be resorted to ns a menns to accom 
plish the wished-for restrietions is abs 
lately and utterly vain. Law is powerles 
Tn the last analysis of what constitutes 
the length to which legislation within our 
Empire may go in tho matter of control of 
Any person's property and his inherent 
rights and privileges therein, we resort to 
tho British Qonstitution—the most won- 
derfully perfect, and at tho same time most 
vague, controlling force in the world, for 
it hus never yet been put down in black 
and white. Nobody ever saw n copy of 
our British Constitution, upon which all 
our proud and justly vaunted sivil rights 
depend, That Constitution is founded 
nvon what is called the **Common Law of 


England.’ which largely means law that 


has beon existent so long that its origin 


must be delved into to bo discovered— 
in two words, we might say ancient law. 
Tt is binding throughout the Empire. 

If two persons doubt the application of 
Common Law under the British Constitu- 
tion, anywhere within the Empire, final 
appeal must be mado to the English House 
of Lords, who refer it to the Lords of 
‘Appeal, sitting as the High Court of Appeal 
of England, from which (except in the 
extremely rare case of reconsideration by 
the King’s Privy Council) thero is- no 
further appeal The decision of the Court 
of Appeal is British Law, final and un- 
alterablo! 

Naturally, many subjeets bavo been so 
often dealt with that previous decisions 
nre sufficient to establish tho right nnd 
wrong of such subjects, and of such matters 
property right makes np much tho largest 
bulk. 

The basie prineiple of such property 
right, laid down from time immemorial, 
is that every property owner bas a right 
to enjoy ail recognised privileges such 
property entails, but if to the detriment 
of other property owners in the locality, 
detriment fo full and uninterrupted 
enjoyment must be compensated for. 

An accompanying fact, and ono con 
sistently upheld as being a big factor in 
our British Constitution, is that whicb pro- 
hibits the binding of any person in any 
industry. 

T found out the foregoing facta partly 
on account of a very retentive memory and 
partly per medium of my bank account. 
I had, and, indeed, still enjoy (f) the 
presence of a very sour and cantankerous 
neighbour, who eight years ago reported to 
the Kibi Kihi town nuisance inspector that 
my bees were making his life miserable. 
He also did to the health inspector for 
Waikato district. Of course, T let him fire 
away. He is still firing, and no bull's-oyes 
yet. or even a ring on the target, as he is 
seeking to prevent industry, not for com- 
pensation. 

Now, what applies to my caso is exaetly 
what would apply to every Innd owner if 
the correspondents in our last issue ob- 


y 


ained a New Zealand law prohibiting 
keeping bees exeept on defined areas ani 
certain distances (whatever snch a law 


pern 


ted). Farmer Brown finds he is mid 


way between two npiaries, and law forbids 
his starting, Robinson is right alongside 
ana and is in like ease with Brown. 


Both take bee fever and do start apiaries. 
Down comes our New Zealand Act and 
proseeutes them both. Both can plead that 
sneh a law is ‘fultra vires’? and a dead 
letter. They wonld ultimately succeed in 
their opposition to the law, because no 
person ean be bound in any legitimato in 
Anstry, and our National Association will 
soon prove whether it is an industry or 
not. 

You cannot purehase a hnsines and pro- 
hibit in your agreement of salo that the 
seller shall make a new start within 5 
certain distanee of you, That would be 
to hind him in that particular industry. 
TPL tell you what yon ean do. Yon can 
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RS" 


ay you a 
Hon if bo 
ithin 
ot 


include a clauso making him pi 
tortain sum by way of compensa 
again sets up in the same business 
a cortain distance of you; but that is n 
proventing or binding kim against starting 
an industry again. In similar case, you 
cannot bind the apiary indnstry, either by 
law or agrecmont. x 
Supposo tho aggrieved law:permitted 
npiarist got up antagonism against such n 
Jaw-defying new chum, and neighbours on 
the other side of him started to mako lifo 
unbearable with complaints about his bees, 
oven then such complaints will not lead 
to any legitimate law or by-law compelling 
removnl of bees from tho property. Whnt 
could be dono is for tho aggrieved (1) 
neighbour to claim, and if need bo to suc 
the beekeeper, for such a sum as would 
compensate him for tho loss of enjoyment 
in his property brought about by tho bee- 
keeper exercising his right to onjoy his 
own property by following a legitimate 
industry. First of all, the aggrieved party 
would havo to pnt up £50 in the Sopreme 
Court as surety, should tho ease go against 
him or her. Hore is tho big fence against 


justly recoverabla the law admits, bnt that 
such a complaint shall permit tho erndica- 
tion of a duly acknowledged legul industry 


owr British Constitution bas again and 
ngain decided shall never be allowed, Acts 
to tho contrary notwithstanding. 

Now, tako by way of clearer explanation 
the dog that Melisen tells us in last issue 
chased her from that neighbourhood by 
nightly howling. That could—and shonli— 
have been stopped by law. Howling per 
dog may be industry (for the dog), but it 
is not n duly acknowledged legitimato in- 
"ustrv. If any such nuisance not eon. 
nected with an industry is persisted in 
for longer than one day, any aggrieved 
party enn have it done away with. E.g.: 
Tf T give n party once a week whose up- 
roar and jollifieation keeps awake all neigh: 
hours for blocks around, that must be put 
up with—nuisanes though it be, because 
L havo a right to enjoy the reasonable uso 
of my property; samo if I choose to keep 
bees. Tf, however, I maintain such jolli 
fication every night, then T ean be stopped, 
because I have no right to exercise my 

roperty rights to the loss of my neigh 
hour's rights, except it be by way of the 
rarrying on of n legitimate industry—say, 
beekoening. Jollification is not an industry 
and all must bo given equal rights, In 
dustry is privileged to avoid stoppage by. 
paying compensation to neighbours for the 
loss to them of the rights in their proporty 
by much industry. . 

Just you substitute streets for miles 
grocer for apiarist, and £100 worth of stock 
for colonies, and apply the desired legisla 
tion to tho grocery trade. Do you think 
it could destroy competition by Act of 
our Parlinmentf Absurd to expect such 
legislation, you answer, Exnetly! And to 
beekeeping the same thing applies. Any 
Now Zealand Inw passed to privilege apinr. 
ists against such competition as property 


chooso to sot up by a recog- 
ore dustry would bo a dead letter, in- 
Dmuch as it would be on attempt to over- 
falo the British Constitution, by robbing 
the property owners situated between the 
legalised apiary sites of their inberent 
rights to establish upon that property any 
industry. Onco you grant bockeepera the 
protection of what 


would bo a most flag- 
Tant privilege instituted to prevent logiti- 
mate competition in an industry, whore 
nro you going to stop? Such legislation 
would bo the laughing-stock of the whole 
Empire. Licensing of other occupations is 
not on all fours with the beokeeping in- 
dustry. Take most licenses—o.g., that of 
caterers for vehicular carriage. The licens 
ing does not seek to limit the number of 
licensees nor the range of their trading; 
same with slaughter-honses nnd many 
more. The license feo is in the nature of 
a shbseription toward tho clerical labour 
entailed. Except in the liquor trado, licens- 
ing as a rulo dors not bind the industry 
ns against development, and that is what 
your beekecpers are seeking. The liquor 
trado is an industry affecting for good or 
bad tho health and morals of the com 
munity, and its moderate binding is for 
the common weal; but to comparo the 
moral effect of beckceping as in the same 
licensing entegory with the liquor trade is, 
to say tho least of it, not wise, 

Here is your true remedy! Be it te- 
rolved, if n butter-in upon an already 
fairly-stoeked  npinry locality sets mp 
another yard, all the members of the local 
Beakeopers’ Association loan a percentage 
colonies, the total number to be 
so near tho interloper's bees ns to 
bim very sorry he started im an 
unfair position. This constitutes a fair 
and legitimnto protest, 

Let every Beekeepors’ Associution in 
New Zealand pass such a resolution, and 
the mere fact of its being determined 
upon will prevent any attempt that would 
Toad to its being put into effect, 

Another way is, breed better queons, 
Tor my part, T would gladly lonn nn nero 
of my land right beside ono of my vards, just 
for the fun of seeing (hio othor fellow fall in 
(the empty honey tank) when extracting 
timo arrived. I should certainly not fear 
hia competition against tho progony of my 
queens, 

"There was a easo decided by tho English 
Conrt of Apponl about 1910, where two 
peppery neighbours fell out about the boes 
of one of them, nnd tho boskesper moved 
tho bees, for pure enssedness, from back 
of his section jamb up alongside his feneo 
closest to bis neighbour's drawing room 
window. Both wealthy mon, tho enso wns 
carried to the highest Conrt in our Em- 
pire, which ordered the bees removed to 
their original position 14 yards further 
away—tho furthest distanco tho section 
permitted—but had no power to ordor re 
moval from the proporty, nor forhid tho 
bees boos, although it was admitted 
Colonel Y kept only as n hobby; and it cost 

'arquharson—whom T well know— 
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a modest seventeen hundred pounds to 
find out that Major Mumby, his neighbour, 
could not be compelled by British Law to 
give up beekeeping on his own property. 
So what use to try compulsion here in New 
Zoalandt 

T havo dealt at this length with this 
matter beeauso wo aro likely to waste much 
more spaco over it, and argue indefinitely 
for years, when already tho possibilities arc 
as sure and definite as British Law can 
make them. Now, then, whero aro our 
‘compulsion’? correspondents?—I am, ete., 

H. BARTLETT BARTLETT-MILLER. 

Thorough Work, 

Kibi Kihi, Nov. 
. E . 
RE YOUR REFERENCE TO 
' COMMENTS, '* 
(TO THE EDITOR.) 

Sir—I feel pleased that my contribu 
tions to your Journal should have been 
considered worthy of your commendation 
as expressed in your last issue, and I am 
sorry circumstances arose which compelled 
mo to discontinue them. T thank you anl 
the National Beekeepers’ Association for 
your good wishes —T am, &c., 

CRITIC.” 
(TO THE EDITOR.) 

Sir—I have read with much interest 
tho recent discussion between yourself aul 
Mr. Hopkins as to whether the Government 
npiaries should sell untested queens or not. 
T appreciate the fact that Mr. Hopkins has 
the interest of the industry at heart, but 
at the snme time I consider that to de- 
stroy all mismated queens would be a de- 
cided loss to the Department and also to 
tho industry, without any compensating 
benefit to either. 

If there is any reason why the Depart- 
ment should not sell untested queens, why 
not sell the mismated ones ns such? Or 
fhey could be given to returned soldiers 
who are taking up beekeeping. 

T havo found that when there is a heavy 
honey flow hybrid bees with pure Italian 
mothers will gather more honey than pure 
Ttalians. As far aa gathering honey goes, 
they are in no way behind. 

T thought your arguments in favour of 
the Government Department selling these 
queens very good and forceful, nnd it 
seemed to me that Mr. Hopkins hadn't a 
''leg to stand on." Mr. Hopkins did say 
that selling untested queens was *‘ gambling 
and commercialism,’ but T consider these 
statements very far-fetched. Why should 
queens that have cost a lot of tho time of 
experts to rear, and whose progeny would 
gather tons of honey, be destroyed? Well, 
T sea no sano reason. T would like Mr. 
Hopkins to read an article in Gleanings, 
Oetobor number for 1918, page 601, The 
articolo ig entitled (The Rest Kind of 
Hybrids.’ Let all beekeepers who have 
tho opportunity rend it several times and 
profit by it—T am, $e., 

J. C. HOBBS. 


Kauwhata, Palmerston North. 


7, 1918. 


MY 


(TO THE EDITOR.) 

Sir,—I see by November Journal we 
have at last discovered a capping meltor 
and separator as perfect as present-day 
science can make them. Well, I fur one am 
glad to hear it. Now I feel sure the 
Journal will be open to any of the users 
of this machine to state their experionces 
with the same. I cannot say that the 
steam idea is as new a discovery as some 
recent inventor will have us believe, as [ 
lave read in Gleanings of steam coils ax 
far back as January (page 30), 1911, and 
have used two myself at intervals of seve- 
ral years. Capping melters of various de- 
signs were frequently discussed in Glean 
ings, 1908. 

In Gleanings for February, 1916, page 
164, the B.B.M. melter is deseribed as the 
outcome of nine years of designing, but I 
see by the last Journal B.B.M. hus laboured 
15 years, an I hope he reaps his reward. 

Last Conference I bad hoped to seo the 
B.B.M. worked, but unfortunately the in- 
ventor had filled tbe primus with tho 
wrong spirit or else he forgot to overbaul 
the lamp before starting. Anyway, I had 
to leave before he heated tho melter. T 
thought at the time that he used a good 
flame and ueeded to be ‘‘clean shaven’’-~ 
'*the sole drawback to obtaining the 
floor,’’ one of our energetic beekeepers 
once told the President. Now, I did not 
like to ask Mr Miller at the Conference 
why be had bronght such white comba 
(most of you know Mr Miller) in prefer- 
ence to black ones. I was previously told 
when in Wanganui at u meeting of direc 
tors of the H.P.A. that Mr. Miller bad boen 
very hard hit by foulbrood, so T concluded 
that all dark combs were melted. So 
much for melters. T have yet to try the 
B.B.M. 

Tt seems to me I’m too slow even when 
{ try to uncap over a melter that is heated 
by steam direct from a boiler with 60 to 
80 ]b. pressure showing on the gange, nnd 
T can tell yon the steam from the exhaust 
is as good as when it entered tho melter, 
and I have never yet been able to diseaver 
a steam pipe in it that was cooler at the 
bottom as described by H.B.M., page 185, 
Gleanings, 1916. 

As to the spec(tre) mentioned hy H.B.M. 
in the November Journal, the same thing 
has been referred to by J. L, Byer, Glean 
ings (page 936), December, 1917. In sum 
ming up meltera after using them to take 
enro of cappings from 40,000 Ib. of honey. 
he says they were a failure, J. E. Crane 
gives a similar report in Gleanings, Feb- 
tuary, 1918. Mr. Severin, in describing 
his now soparator, pago 16, Gleanings, 1915, 
says:—'Tf for any reason one is careless, 
it will start drizzling little speeks,'" &c. 


My experience has been that of Mr. 
Luko's What the bees uso hero, bo it 
propolis or something else, I am quito sure 
tho specks are specks, nnd they remain in 
tho wrong place, T am quite prepared to 
pay a good price for the perfect melter and 
separator, and pay it willingly, and T hope 
we will soon hear more about the melter 
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and also hope Mr. Miller will deseribo i5 
separator, as thero have been many ani 
varied. v 

One objection to C. melters is the carly 
nosing of robbers around the honey-bonse, 
bnt if I can get a machine to do two tons 
n day the robbers won't ho in it. 

T'm glad to see Mr. Allan has been ap 
pointed to tho directorate of tho TLP.A. 
Why be never accepted office at first has 
always puzzled me. Now they have both 
honey and money to work with, things 
ought to ‘¢hum,’* 

Cannot say I eam: follow Mr, Kirk re 
benzino tins being fragile. Most of th 
are of good quality, and for standis 
knock T always prefer a benzine tin t 
any boney tin T ean purchnse, and I've 
tried a few. Tho Department made the 
mistake in compelling beekeepers to use 
wnbranded tins, which are somewhat fragile. 

Now, Mr Editor, don't you think we 
should in some way keep on reeord the 
fact that next Conferoneo wi he the 
ninth annual meeting of beekeepers. even 
if it is only the sixth of the National? 
T attended two meetings, snd there was 
one before that, and [ know that a good 
deal was done at those meetings, even i 
there were but a few thure. 

Apiary boundaries? Woel, I am of abont 
the same opinion ns yourself, Mr. E: 
and cannot say that T have any more right 
than a farmer in this district to keep bees, 
althongh I have done so for abont 20 years 
now. I don’t want to own every bee, as 
somebody may get stung. Morcover. T 
don’t want to have to purchase ‘the land 
to regulate tho erops or stock thereon, an 
if all apiaries are to be licensed T must 
suggest “that all such beekeepers be com. 
pelled to grow not less than 15 acres of 
clover to compensate the beekeeper” | 
added to clause 4, page 174. Tere, agnin, 
we will want farther legislation to stop 
the small chaps letting their bees on shares 
At the rato of four colonies to every farm 
abont here, and T guess in most parte the 
licensed apiary could close down, To m 
mind I eannot sce how wo are going to get 
commercial beekeepers unless they can 
dabble with moro than four colonies. The 
fellow who will loente near a large npiary 
‘eserves the same treatment has been 
mentioned in Gleanings—ie, starve him 
omt by pntting an extra lot alongside. Tt 
all depends on how the farmers treat the 
pastures, and not on what a beekeeper 
may do, that makes a good district (leaving 
ont, of course, climatic conditions), so T 
think we will have to bind our endeta 
before we train them—I am, &e,, 


E. J. PINK. 


(TO TIE EDITOR) 

Sir—T seo by the last copy that- yow 
have had a ease of honoy-poison over there. 
Quero was a very bad ono here just lately 
Hx People wer poisoned; two others who 
fad some did not suffer. Another ber- 

Ter and myself went ont last Sunday 
to get some of the honey, but it was all 


suseitated a small piece of 


buried. We re V. Westbrooke, 


it, and I sent it to Mr. G. 


rcd J, W: EXCELL. 
Dee. 15, 1918, 


^ |t Pays to Keep Bees. 


(Continued) 


SOME PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE. 
By Prowrri. 


l always gave the bees plenty of super 
room, even leaving them on in winter. 
never suffered from an excessive amount, of 
swarming; I found the bees were quito cap. 
able of doing their own re-queeming, and my 
system of putting the extra swarms into the 
top of the super above the weaker colonies 
generally sealed the doom of all inferior 
queens. 1 relied on natural swarming for my 
contemplated increase, and marked all weak 
colonies. . | took my swarms in kerosene 
boxes, and at night, yently lifting the roof 
lid and removing the mat of the colony I 
wished to strengthen Holding tho box 
clear of the exposed bars, I got an assistant 
to smartly jar the top. 1 then quickly re- 
placed mat and lid, and by morning they had 
all chummed up amicably, and an impetus 
given that often turned a had colony into a 
ood one. 

(Memo.—I have just, returned from the 
station, after motoring down 12cwt 

Motoring is a great improvement. 
on the old style of carting, but I will write 
on motors in relation to the apiary later on. 
I got a telegram offering me 1s 6d per Tb 
for 300b. That's "better than a poke in the 
aye” with a—bee's sting.) 

But I am anticipating these memoirs, so 
must go back. The scent of the queen bee is 
a most amazing thing, so subtle is if and 
lasting, yet quite nnrecognisable by us. T 
very soon noticed that, once a swarm alighted 
on a certain branch, subsequent. swarms were 
sure to reselect it for all time. ] have never 
believed in clipping the qnecn’s wings. To 
see a mutilated queen hopping about tha 
round is as painful a sight as to seo one of 
our soldier lado hopping on one leg, and 
when ordering queens T have always 
Inted that they be sont unclipped. One du 

swarm issued from a box hung on a branch 
near by. Before I could Live them they 
returned, and T noticed them performing 
in a strange way on the alighting board, 
standing on their heads and buzzing, At 
last T found the canse—the queen had got 
caught in a crack. So remembering that a 
guest wanted to see a queen bee, I caught 
her, and placing her in a glass, took her to 
the house, Afterwards T pnt her in a now 
hive, when the bees, which had reclusteroi 
on the branch, ran im. But tho glass T loft 
fn a box near by, and for tho rest of tho 
day the bees continued to buzz around it, 
ise Ting în and ont of il in a vain endenvonr 
There seems to he a fatal habi 
beekeepers to Tike tn have evorvih 
up to the knocker ; 
industry won't, stand 


amongst 
verything right 
bnt this, as a rule, the 

T started with the old 
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single-bar frames, which, when full of honey 
Silen reminded me of dead cockybullies, aa 
they had such a curve in their spines. T am 
caly now weeding them out and replacing 
With thë more serviceable Hoffman. 
ame cases used in those days are still in 
wise. Petrol cases make sounder hives than 
the white pine ones supplied by the trade; 
and then there is the extra pleasure of paint- 
ing and building them up yourself. When the 
Hoffman frame came in it was a greal 
pleasure to me to put them together and wira 
them. I always ran 10 to the hox, and used 
iull sheets of foundation. Tt is a good tip 
to break the splints in three pieces, and run 
wax down both sides. Then you never have 
a shift. In those days I had all gable-roofs, 
and though I love their picturesqueness, they 
^em designed to leak. So I am gradually 
Superseding them with the much more practi 
cable and serviceable flat zinc roofs. But it 
is easy to make old gable roofs serviceable 
and sound. by melting out the tops and 
hottoma of kerosene tins, cutting through 
one, side, and using them to cover up the 
weakness of the wood. 

Oh, yes. T had indeed caught the bee 
fever, but being of a cautions nature, T still 
decided to go slow and make the bees pay 
for themselves, and not spend more tha 


£15, or at the utmost, £30 in any year or 
their outlay. For that reason I utilised koro- 
sene boxes largely for the bees’ homes. T 


look in a good bee jonmal and read up all 
T could about. bee-keeping. In 1903 I produced 
1.906lb of honey, but having to buy 20 new 
hoxes, costing £16 18s 10d, and numerons 
other necessities, my account stood thus — 


Receipts £29 14 2 
Expenditore 26 2 5 
Profit £511 9 


In 1904 I took 3,653lb of honey, and my 


expenditure wna mach less :— 
Receipts £423 
Expenditure 718 
Profit. £70 5 


Tn 1006 I took 6,78llb of honey, spent 
216 in new hives, tina. etc., and riana] 
statement read as onder 


Receints £103 3 5 
Expenditure 3214 6 
Profit £70 81 


As so my nroft and loss has ebbed and 
Mewed. At this time T had 74 colonies. 


Norr.—These articles were written for the 
Canterbury Times in 1914, but after two had 
appeared that paner ceased publication, As 
the writer had the series completed, he sub- 
mitted them to us, and we are very pleased 
ta accent them. 


“A Wellington grocer was fined £5 for 
selling honey which was not plainty 
marked with the not woicht and the m 
facturer’s name," says The New Zealander. 
Londen Punch adds: ‘The bee has been 
Wwarnod,?? 


One of the best signs of a well-bulanced 
mind is thnt of cheoriness, Tt means a 
healthful outlook on lifc.—Bnckbnne. 

When T don’t know whether to fight or 
Aot, f always fight.—Lord Nelson. 


An Explanation. 


One of the many ineonvenionces arising 
wt of war conditions which importers and 
thers have bad to put up with haa been 
the nov-arrival of shipments of supplies 
from over-sens. 


Tn the bee supply business this delny 
has been particularly serious, and has 
caused Joss nnd inconvenience to a largo 
nnmber of beekeepers. Early in January, 
1918, we ordered sufficient supplies for the 
season, with instructions that they be 
shipped at once in order that they sbould 
reach New Zenland in August, September, 


and October. 


At that time the best information was 
that no shipping was available from New 
York for New Zenland, as all the steamers 
were required to take Troops and War 
Equipment to Europe. Tbe only way of 
wetting the goods here at all was that they 
be railed the several thousands of miles 

eross the States to San Franeisea - and 
Vancouver. ` 

The goods left the factories in March, 
May. and June, and from then on havo 
been subject to almost unbelievable delay. 

First they were held up on tho railways 
at various points for weeks on end, and 
eventually left the States in Septomber, 
arriving in Auekland on tho Niagara and 
Wellington on the Paloona in October. At 
these ports further delays oecurred, due 
to the influenza epidemie nnd tho shortage 
of shipping on the coast. At tho present 
date, nearly nine weeks after their arrival 
in New Zealand, only about balf of the 
goods shave been delivered. 


Tn addition to these delays, a consign 
ment of some 50 eases was placed on bonr 
a steamer Sydney and was only re- 
turned to New Zealand after many weoks 
of delay. 


The shortage of shipping from Dunedin 
has held up consignments for other ports, 
in some cases for weeks at a time. 

Wo mention these facts to explain thut 
whare delays in the execution of ordora 
for hives and supplies has tnken place tho 
delay has been unavoidable, and we desire 
to express our regret that so much lose 
and inconvenience bns been caused our 
clients, 


Fortunately for all coneerned, the world 
war is now at an end, and we may look 
forward hopefully to a return to normal 
conditions before next season's supplies 
are required. 

Yours truly, * 
ALLTANCE BOX CO., LTD., 


Dunedin. 


Dec. 97, 1918. [Advt. 


T don't believe that harmless chearful- 
ness and good humour are thought greater 
sins im Heaven than shirt collars are— 

Niekens. 


The Inventor of the BARTLETT- 
MILLER PATENT COMB REDUCER 
tenders sincere apologies to those clients 
who have had to await delivery of orde 


Tt has been almost impossible to obtain 
that particular heavy gauge of flat gal 
vanised iron, of which the Reducers are 
made, 


I have now plenty of material for build 
ing these machines, but it is necessary that 
I receive tho orders from intending pur 
chasers at one these appliances take 
a considerable time to build and every one 
is sont out perfect. 
not buying a ‘‘pig in a poki 
most efficient machine yet devised for 
handling cappings and combs of unoxtract 
able honey. 


Will those friends who have already 


ed, and make 
executed in rotation as received, a 
their respective orders definite, notifying 
when they require delivery? 


The Roducer is now fitted for either 
steam from an outside source, or steam 


generated from 
S 


it» self-contained water 
Shonld yonr oildrum boiler collapse 
through boiling dry. 


Several slight but nevertheless effective 
improvements aro carried out in the latest 
Patterns, one of which makes impossible 
the clinging to the under side of the 
tubes of any resinous slum-gum, which, by 
slowly baking all day, and being ever 
washed by the flowing honey, is tho main 
cause of that darkening of the honey 
caused by rival reducers. 


There is no bottom (as such) to the 
Rartlett-Miller Reducer Tubes, and all 


stated intention of purchasing be good 
enough to note that orders must he 


jon made at 


At tho demons} 


Hall, Wellington, tho day after last Con 
ference, I for the first time demonstrated 
the B-M Separator in publie, as I was 


not until about then aware that any dini 
culty had been found with black specks in 
honey when whole combs are put through 
a comb reducer (as we sometimes prefer 
in a rush tipe). I had always used my 
own Separator, so had nover had any ex 
perience of black or any other specks. 


l wish to state T have never yet soen 
any speeks in ‘reducer’? honey, nlthough 
I huve never yet used my Machine with 
other than whole combs ent holus bolus 
out of tho framos, I mention this beeayse 
it was announced by somebody at the Con 


honey is off the machine as soon as ever 
tho wax is melted. 


The 


Bartlett-Miller 
Wax & Honey 
Separator. 


put through n comb reducer on account 
of the black specks that could wot bo got 
out of the honey. What then, I ask, are 
we to do with the brood combs raised to 
the super to deter swarming when they 
aro filled with wnextraetable Honey? Such 
combs usually have a fair amount of 
pollen, and to talk abont uneapping such 
ombs to tho mid-rib when ono hag between 
a ton and ten tons of it is, to me, simply 
ont of the question, T just vank tho whole 
comb into the Reducer, und oithor ro-shoot 
or | Fo-sturtor ithe frames, One cannot 

mbng around masses of pollen uneapping 
to midrib when things als "moving! d 


Sueh honey (so T, um informed) calls for 


ference that binek combs should not be 


d,Droperly devised separator, and such a 
demand is completely mot; by tho BM. 
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Honey and Wax Separator. The wax runs 
one way and the honey the other, and 
the Separator, holding only about 20 Tbs. 
of honey when full, prevents even candied 
White clover honey in combs attaining any 
kind of colour or taste through being helil 
too long beneath liquid beeswax, or being 
too long in contact with any heat. In 
less than one minute from being melted 
the honey from the B.M. Reducer (when 
going at working speed) is in the 60.]b. 
fan ready for export, AND ABSOLUTELY 
SPECKLESS AND SCUMLESS, If other- 
wise, then the operator is not attending 
to his business. But, bah! I do not believe 
you can get specks into honey through 
the B.-M. Separator unless you deliberately 
drop them into the third partition. 

1 did not demonstrate this Separator 
with the Bartlett-Miller Comb Reducer at 
Ruakura last Field Day (1 used the one 
belonging to the State Apiary there), as 
at that date T had never beard about this 
black spec (tre) trouble, 

There is one saving fact about thick 
honey in so far as the putting up for 
market goes—I leave out the re-sheeting 
of the frames, That has to be endured 
if it cannot be cured, although you ean 
cut down to the mid-rib if you like with 
the B.-M, Reducer; but, beware! You will 
have to prepare to tin off some two tons 
per day if you mean to keep the Reducer 
going at top with deeply uncapped combs. 
The one saving fact is that it is a much 
shorter job to put whole combs through 
the B.M. Reducer than to extract white 
clover combs and tank and tin next doy. 

Regarding the Reducer, there is no need 
to advertise any ‘guarantee of satisfac 
tion.’’ That has been absolutely proven 
at public demonstrations to the full and 
complete conviction of all spectators. 


READ THE PRESS NOTICES. 


““ABG and XYZ of Bee 
1917 Fd. (p. 278):— 


| ‘It is impossible to confine the honey 
in a melter of this construction, and 
While it costs considerably more than 
» either of the other (American, H.B.B.- 
M] designs, we believe it has a greater 
capacity than any other design ever 
used.” 
This is high praise from s 
an Editor us Ernest Root. Seo also report 
of demonstration at Ruakura on Field Day 
in February, 1918, when tbe Baines, the 
Benton, and the Bartlett-Miller Comb Re 
ducers met in what was really 


^ COMPETITIVE TEST IN PUBLIC. 


Culture 


conservative 


I quote from “N.Z. Farmer," July isie, 
1918 (p, 860):— 
''There can be no doubt the Bartlett- 
Miller Capping and Comb Smelter is 
^ great improvement upon and a great 


departure from any similar machine |; 


We know of. Its large melting sur- 
faco of over eloven square feot enables 
an operator to put through dense- 
"honey combs very rapidly. In the 


demonstration ten of the heaviest and 
toughest combs were put through tho 
smelter in twenty-five minutes, and 
under more continuous work the time 
is much shorter. . . . That the Bartlett- 
Miller Machine is a great step in 
advance was the general opinion of 
all the visitors. No doubt the machine 
will be largely used in the future, 
especially where thick honey abounds.'" 
Well, that report is amply corroborated by 
our Editor, who was present; and let me 
say generously corroborated, for bis own 
invention was one of the trio demonstrated, 
See the Journal for last Mareh (1918). 
The Editor writes:— 


‘‘Now we come to the latest—the 
Bartlett-Miller—which handled a ten- 
frame box of thick dark honey in old 
black combs, the worst the Apiary 
could find. Yes, it took and disposed 
of them in good time... . I think I 
like the Bartlett-Miller best of all. 
Tt has the largest amount of heating 
surface, meaning quicker work, bnt 
this is only my opinion.'' 


Now, in connection with tho Ruakura 
demonstration, nobody will accuse the 
inventor of exaggeration if ho states that 
the rapidity of the Bartlett-Miller Machine 
was an eye-opener to all who saw it, and 
particularly to the person who for nearly 
an hour and a half had been operating the 
other two machines, which had between 
them only the same number of combs that 
the Bartlett-Miller Machine disposed of 
alone in twenty-five minutes, and then it 
was only half working, for the ten combs 
soon left bare tho upper part (the hottest) 
of the deep tubes, and that part of the 
Reducer was (nearly the whole time) out 
of action. Best of oll, it did not alter 
the flavour of the honey—and never does! 


Purchasers may depend that they are 
obtaining a Reducer and Separator AS 
PERFECT AS PRESENT-DAY SCIENCE 
CAN MAKE THEM, The Bartlett-Miller 
Reducer is the outcome of fifteen 
painstaking experiment and analysi 
heated honics, and is guaranteed not to 
spoil the honey flavour when properly at- 
tended to. It is the thirteonth different 
pattern made and tried by the 
SOLE INVENTOR, PATENTEE 

MANUFACTURER, at 
THOROUGHWORK APIARIES, 
KIHIKIHL 


AND 


Price for both Apparata: £8 158 for. 
Te Awnmutu Station, 100 miles south of 
Vuekland, 

Weight around .. .. . 
Size of Reducer crated 
Sizo of Separator boxed 


100 Ibs, 
-. 9 cubic ft. 
. Seubie ft. 


Drop a line if requiring arrangements 
for remitting from next harvest's returns 


o 
H. BARTLETT BARTLETT-MILLER, 
THOROUGHWORK, KTHTKIHT, 


WAIKATO. 
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Honey for Export 


We are Buyers of 
Honey Packed for Export 
at Highest Prices. 


‘EX GRADING STORE’, AUCKLAND 


—_ 


CREDIT NOTE and CHEQUE WITHIN 48 HOURS of the 
Grading of the Honey. 


Prices being paid being equal to full value of best 
honey in the United Kingdom less shipping expenses. 


ee 


ALL CONSIGNMENTS TAKEN DELIVERY OF BY 
US ON ARRIVAL AT AUCKLAND. 


id 


Telegraphic Address—+ ASPASIA,’ AUCKLAND. 


A. ©. PATERSON & Co., Ltd., 


No. 1 Custom St. West, Auckland. 


Owing to the impossibility of shipping any HONEY from New 
Zealand at the present time, it has been necessary for us to suspend 
our buying operations meantime. Owing to the absence of shipping 
facilities we cannot export, and consequently cannot buy for export, 
but as soon as it is possible to obtain shipment, we shall be Buyers 
on the above terms. 


N.Z. BEEKEEPERS’ JOURNAL. [Jan. 3, 1919. 


New Zealand Co-operative 
Honey Producers’ Assoc., 


LTD., 


STANLEY STREET — .- AUCKLAND 
G.P.0. BOX 1293. 


BEEKEEPERS! PLEASE NOTE: 


We offer the only reliable market for your 
Honey. 


We had competitors last year, but they failed 
you and ceased to buy. 


They will again compete if it pays them, 
NOT YOU. 


We are here all the time and offer a good 
market at all times at good prices. 


Our removal to the above address will enable 
us to handle the business all over the 
Dominion to better advantage. Call and 
see us if visiting Auckland. 


H. W. GILLING, Manager. 
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JUST ARRIVED! 
Extractors, Motors, Pumps 


Foundation, 
And Sundries of Every Description. 


After being held up at various points for several months, Supplies 
arrived here 23rd December. 


Orders on hand have been executed, and we are now in a position 
to execute any furthur orders sameyday as received. 


Large Stock of the Famous ALLIANCE HIVES ready for delivery. 


, 
Order Direct or from our Agent near you. 


ALLIANCE BOX CO., LTD. 


P.O. BOX 572 - - DUNEDIN 
(AGENTS EVERYWHERE). 


1918-19 PRICE-LIST 
f 


ITALIAN QUEENS. 


PRICES- 
1 2 3 4 5 

Untested .. ..  7/. 12/6 18/- 23/- 27/6 

Select Untested—1/- extra per Queen. 

Tested |... .. 12/. 21/. 28/6 37/6  45/- 

Select Tested ..  15/,  28/- 

Breeders .. 25/- 
Queens guaranteed frec from all disease, and bred from Pure Stock, which have 

heen selected for hardiness, disease-resisting, good working nnd non-swarming qualities, 

Ninety-five per cent. of Untested Queens guaranteed purcly mated. 


hango added. 


‘TERMS,—Nett cash with order. Cheqnes to have 


P.O. Order Office, Tapanui. 
Tested Queens for delivery from Oefober Ist;.Untested from abont Novenibor 
20th to the end of March, 1919. 
NOTH—Owing to high cost of all material, no reductions can be allowed on list 


prices for Jarger, quantities. 


o 
POSTAL ADDRESS; 


R. STEWART, 


CROOKSTON, OTAGO. 
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